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A Study on the Feature and the Function of
TV Visual Character

: Focusing on the Real Variety Shows

Soo-Young Jung
Researcher, Media, Culture and Contents Research Center, Sungkyunkwan University

This study examined the present usage state of the visual characters in the entertainment
programs, and analyzed the characteristics and the meaning of the visual characters which com-
pose a real variety show genre. As of 2008, the visual characters were being used once every four
seconds. In addition, the ones with an additional function copying the performers’ words as they
are and focusing on the producer’s intention or artificial explanations covered 92.4% in average.
Meanwhile, in the genre characteristics of the real variety show, the visual characters were ap-
plied as the most important mechanism to create and intensify an individual unique character
and special laugh through accidental but ordinary episodes and happening. However, the pro-
ducer’s active intervention by means of visual characters is expected to disturb the audience’s
positive and voluntary audition habit. Accordingly, in order to maximize the function of visual
characters, and correct and supplement its dysfunction, the visual characters should be prepared

for the purpose of smooth communications between producer and audience.

Key words : Visual Character, Reality Variety Show, Genre, Function, Audience
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