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of the Psalter, ed. ]J. C. McCann, 8.

14) A 12004 s Ao ek WejsIR, Z1elE stk Meln

15) John T. Willis, “Psalm 1 - An Entity,” ZAW 9 (1979), 331-401.

16) o]¢} Hl=3 o7 v 2% #2312} Roland E. Murphy, "Reflections on
Contextual Interpretation of the Psalms” in 7he Shape and Shaping of the
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» Abstract =
A Study on How to Preach the Psalms
Changdae Kim
This study has explored a methodology which is concemned with the

question of how the preacher should present a sermon on the psalms. More

specifically, in a way that is compatible with the recent trend in the studies
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of psalms, our attention has been drawn to how the book of Psalms were
canonically shaped to constitute a coherent whole. On the macro level, the
psalms in the book of Psalms were arranged to be a self-sustained whole.
At the same time, on the micro level, individual psalms can be interpreted
in their immediate literary contexts. Then, it has been proposed that
preaching the Psalms should be presented in such a way that individual
psalms should be interpreted in relation to their adjacent psalms and books
of which they are part, and then to the entire Psalter.

There are a variety of scholarly opinions about the strategy according to
which the final shape of the book of Psalms was formed. This study,
among others, has made a case that the overarching message of the entire
Psalter is intended to revolve around the urge to transform the human heart.
In other words, the semantic focus of the Psalms is on the teaching that we
should have the word (torah) of the Lord within our heart no matter what
the situations, and then we are able to receive the blessing from Zion.

With these observations in mind, our study has proposed three steps for
preaching the Psalms. First, the preacher should analyze the structure of a
psalm and determine sermon topics reflecting the thematic flow of the psalm.
Second, the sermon topics culled out from a psalm should be interpreted by
attending to its adjacent psalms and books where they are part. Third, the
preacher should view his messages in terms of how they are related to the
overarching theme of the entire Psalter, that is, the transformation of the
heart.
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Psalm, Unity, Preaching, Methodology, Heart
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